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My interview with a representative of the FRU a few 
days ago which occurred pursuant to Tokyo's telegram 
No. 231 to the Department March 9 and the Department's, 
telegram No. 231 March 16 to Taipei was satisfactory in 
every way. 


As you no doubt noted, my telegram No. 364 March 7 
asked for an "opportunity to become aware of the nature 
of function" of FRU in Formosa. The purpose in raising 
the issue was not to try to gain detailed knowledge of 
FRU operations or necessarily to attempt to drive them 
out, but rather to assure that they were not creating an 
undesirable political effect. The impression has been 
widespread, and still lingers, that SCAP opposes United 
States policy with regard to Formosa. Therefore any 
official arriving from Tokyo assumed and assumes political 
importance in contacts with authorities here. 


I explained my concern to the FRU representative and 
gave examples. He assured me that this viewpoint was 
understood, that FRU undertook no official relationships 
here, and was in no way undercutting our establishment. 


Briefly he stated the purpose of the more or less regular 
visits. 
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The FRU representative mentioned an intention to 
drop in on each trip. I am of the oninion that this is 
not necessary in view of our mutual understanding, and 
it is undesirable in view of the possibility that a few 
members of the staff may by some unfortunate circumstance 
be caught here by the Commies. Certain Chinese authorities 
must be aware of FRU activities, and it is not wise to 
link them in any way to this office. 


The episode has served a worthwhile purpose, in my 
opinion, by clarifying our mutual functions, concerns and 
attitudes. TI am perfectiv content to limit myself to my 
sphere and if FRU does the same there is no ground for 
conflict. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert C. Strong 
Charge dt affaires ad interim 
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